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Meet the MacDonald boys – Ronald, Grimace and the 
Hamburglar – the Mainland’s biggest enduro hopefuls.

THREE OF A KIND
THE MACDONALDS
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F
or as long as this fella 
can remember, as a 
general rule, off-road 
motorcycling in New 

Zealand has been dominated 
by riders from the North Island. 
It makes sense, though, as 
the majority of the population 
reside on the fish that Maui, 
allegedly, wrangled in on his 
tiny Waka like vessel with a 
hook that had no bait. But a 

new hope has emerged from 
the depths of the land of the 
long white cloud... 

Angus, Mitchell and Hamish 
MacDonald are three brothers 
from Christchurch, who are 
starting to make a name for 
themselves in the country’s 
competitive world of off-road 
racing. Can you think of another 
motorcycling family with three 
brothers? 

+      Chris Power
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TARAWERA TRAIL BIKE RIDERS CLUB PRESENTS THE

OVERALL  |  2-STROKE ENDURO OR MOTOCROSS 0-200cc (4 LAPS)  |  2-STROKE ENDURO OR MOTOCROSS 201+cc (4 LAPS)  |  4-STROKE ENDURO
OR MOTOCROSS 0-300cc (4 LAPS)  |  4-STROKE ENDURO OR MOTOCROSS 301+cc (4 LAPS)  |  UNDER 19yrs OPEN (4 LAPS)  |  VETS 35-39 (4 LAPS) 

2 MAN - 1 BIKE (4 LAPS)  |  2 MAN - 2 BIKES (4 LAPS)  |  WOMEN (3 LAPS)  |  SUPER VETS 40-49yrs (3 LAPS)  |  MEGA VETS 50yrs + (2 LAPS)

SATURDAY 4th JULY 2015 
10am SHARP START

Proud to sponsor the Honda Tarawera 100
1 Bracken Street, Whakatane. www.niccars.co.nz

Online entry   

www.mxt.co.nz 
or entry forms available 

to download from:

www.ttbrc.co.nz  or 
www.mxt.co.nz

THREE OF A KIND
THE MACDONALDS

THE BEGINNING
Angus and Mitchell, twins, are 
both 17. Hamish, born a year later 
is 16, the youngest of the boys. 
Being home-schooled, with plenty 
of free time on his hands, might be 
the reason Hamish is currently the 
hotshot of the family, much to the 
anguish of his older siblings.

“The good old Yamaha PW80 
was my first bike,” explains Hamish. 
“My first memory of that bike is that 
Mum and Dad made me push it up 
the hill and then roll back down a 
couple of hundred times, just so I 
got familiar with balance and all that, 
which was before the engine was 
even started.” 

Being the older two, Angus and 
Mitchell weren’t so lucky in the 
first bike stakes, instead lucking 
out to a “loser cruiser”, the LT50, 
before getting to feel the power 
of the PW80. “Our first bike was 
the quad from Grandad that had 
been handed down through the 
grandkids,” continues Angus. “Dad 
told us that it was broken, so we 
had to take turns pushing the quad 
up a hill and coasting back down. 
After a while of pushing, Dad told 
us that the bike actually ran! He just 
wanted us to learn co-operation. A 
few weeks later, the ‘bars were bent 
from riding around on two wheels 
and the suspension broken from 
doing jumps.”

“The LT 50 snapped many times, 
followed by the PW80, which we 
snapped as well – so we kept Dad 
busy with the welder,” chimes in 
Mitchell. 

in the northern scene, Mark moved 
to Christchurch and started his 
brood of off-road racers and hasn’t 
looked back. 

“Dad took a break from motorbikes 
when we came along and took up 
rallying,” says Angus. “Then, needing 
something that we could do as a 
family, skiing took over for a while 
when we were younger but was 
quickly followed by motorbikes.”

“Yeah, Dad’s played a big part 
in our motorcycling upbringing,” 
continues Mitchell, “especially being 
a national champ. It pushes you 
to follow in your father’s footsteps, 
as does having two brothers who 
push you the whole time. It’s a great 
environment, everybody getting 
pushed to be better. It’s good 
laughs, most of the time, thanks to 
all the ‘fails’!”

At one time, all three boys 
were heavily into freestyle skiing, 
spending seasons down in Wanaka, 
and even saw Angus travelling to 
America to check out their slopes. 
Living in Christchurch, snow is never 
really far away in the winter months 
– it was a no brainer. Although, 
eventually, motorcycling took over 
and it is now the team’s number  
one passion. 

MCD EDITS
If you enjoy a good 
moto vid, chances are 
you might have come 
across one of the boy’s 
edits, somewhere on the 
Internet. “Mitchell and 
I are the ones behind 
it all,” explains Angus. 
“It all started with us 
just making videos 
and uploading them 
to Mitchell’s YouTube 
channel. But, as time 
went on, we renamed the 
channel to MCD Edits.” 

When the boys went 
over to Romania last 
year to help out the New 
Zealand team, Angus 
filmed each day and 
edited for two hours at 
the end of each day, 
trying to upload his 
footage before Red Bull 
did. “It was just to get 
those first hits and views 
of people looking for race 
footage. We were getting 
about 30,000 views on 
each vid.”

“It’s a hobby that we 
started a few years ago, 
filming and trying to get 
more people hooked on 
the sport that we love,” 
Mitchell explains. “That 
is a good motivator to 
get videos out and about, 
trying to bring it out from 
the depths and make it 
into a business.” 

Riding motorcycles was 
inevitable, considering the pedigree 
they came from, their father being 
Mark MacDonald. The enduro 
veteran, having competed nationally 
back in his day and with great 
success, claimed a few national 
titles. Originally cutting his teeth up 
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ANGUS 
MACDONALD

AGE: 17
2015 BETA 350RR

Thanks: Mum, Dad, Beta 
New Zealand, James and 
Jacques from Precision 

Motorcycles, Axxa One Way 
Trailer Hire, Pure Sports 
Nutrition and MCD Edits.

MITCHELL 
MACDONALD

AGE: 17
2015 BETA 300 RR
Thanks: Beta NZ, Axxa 

One Way Trailer Hire, Pure 
Sports Nutrition, Jacques 
Bakkennes, MCD Edits, 

Precision Motorcycles and, 
of course, my family.

HAMISH 
MACDONALD

AGE: 16
2015 SHERCO SE 300-R
Thanks: Mum and Dad for 
all their support, Sherco 
New Zealand, Tracktion, 

Pure Sports Nutrition, Axxa 
One Way Trailer Hire and 

MCD Edits. 

THREE OF A KIND
THE MACDONALDS
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Angus second and Mitchell third (as 
we go to press).

PREFERENTIAL RIDING
It’s not hard to see why these 
three boys are starting to climb up 
the ranks in the off-road scene. 
Enthusiasm radiates off these 
young kids. And the camaraderie, 
combined with the drive and 
passion to out do each other, makes 
for very quick learning. As does 
practise, practise and more practise, 
because you need lots to race the 
Red Bull Romaniacs. 

Yes, this year, the MacDonald 
boys will be travelling to Romania to 
compete in the Red Bull Romaniacs. 

“When it comes to the different 
styles of riding, I really love anything 
that is capable of pushing man and 
machine to the limit,” says Mitchell. 
“So, extreme enduro and enduro 
would be my favourite.” 

“I’ve been working my ass off at 
the gym, putting in a lot of hours 
getting ready for this trip to Romania, 
so I’m really looking forward to it,” 
Hamish pipes in. “I know it will be a 
real challenge! But that’s why I enjoy 
extreme enduro the most, as it gives 
you the satisfaction that you can ride 
up, or down something and then turn 
around and go ‘shit, did I just ride up 
that?’” 

“I’m a big fan of Chris Birch and 
all the crazy and cool things he gets 
up to on Facebook,” says Angus, 
“so heading to Romania will be 
awesome! I also would love to go 
and do some racing in Australia, as 
they have an event over there called 
the Wild Rock Extreme Enduro that 
would be cool to race in, too. 

THE BREAKOUT YEAR
The first the enduro fraternity got 
to see of the MacDonald boys 
was when Christchurch hosted 
a round of the National Enduro 
Series in 2014, piloting a mixture 
of Beta and Gas Gas machines, all 
on their home turf. With a return in 
2015, the boys had another year of 
training under their belt and came 
out swinging at their home race at 
Peraki, all with new machines to 
boot. Angus and Mitchell had been 
taken on by Beta New Zealand, 
supported by Precision Motorcycles 
in Christchurch, with Angus on the 
RR350 and Mitchell on the RR300. 
Hamish had scored himself a ride 
with Sherco NZ, on their SE300R, a 
two-stroke machine. 

But if results are anything to go 
by, then the proof is in the pudding 
as Hamish scored an incredible 
second outright, with Angus in 
fifth and Mitchell in eleventh. But 
it’s what followed at the final two 
rounds that really stood out, as 
Hamish then backed his results up 
with two more third outright placings 
at Waimiha and Tokoroa, which 
proved he is more than just a local 
hero. 

Angus’ results were also no 
mean feat, but a DNF at Waimiha 
kept Mitchell out of his usually high 
placings, as the season wound to 
a close – not to mention that he is 
currently coming back from injury 
and says he still has a long way 
to go.

But as far as the South Island 
series goes, it’s a complete 
whitewash of the name 
MacDonald, with Hamish first, 

BRIGHT FUTURE
The off-road motorcycling scene 
in the South Island has a bright 
future if the MacDonald boys have 
anything to do with it. Their love for 
two wheels is infectious and they 
make it look so easy to have fun, 
even at the bottom of a mud bog. 

“Motorcycling is something 
you can just jump on and explore 
without worrying about anything 
else,” says Mitchell. Angus agrees 
with that, and that “it’s fun, helps 
build fitness and is a real challenge.” 

“I think I would be lost without it.”
Obviously, Hamish agrees. 


