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TEST // Mitch Lees PhoTograPhy // stephen tuff and OtheRs

The hype is always 
about the Pro class and 
if anyone can dethrone 
Toby Price, but what 
about the rest of us? 
And what about the 
Juniors? I mean, they 
are the future!

W
ith the Australian Off-Road 
Championship season starting, it 
felt like it was going to be the 
same old story: Toby Price. 

With Daniel Milner in the USA, Chris 
Hollis suffering a shoulder injury in the 
Enduro-X Nationals and Glenn Kearney 
coming back from a bad foot injury, the 
only obvious threats to Pricey are the likes 
of Josh Green and a bunch of young-guns 
like Tom McCormack, Daniel Sanders,  
Tye Simmonds, Beau Ralston and  
Lachlan Stanford. 

The latter group have talent that most of 
us can only dream about, but they don’t 
have the AORC track time that Price does. 
I’m not saying it’s a done deal, but the 
odds against a new champ are fairly long.

So, rather than worry about what the 
factory riders are doing, I’ve pleaded and 
begged my way onto the Factory Sherco 
Off-Road team to give you the ultimate 
punter’s version of what it’s like to be a 
Factory rider in the off-road racing scene. 
And we’re also going to follow three young 
punks who'll be travelling all over the 
country without factory support chasing 
the Junior silverware.

GivinG it  a ‘punt’
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Twins Josh and Mitch Brierley are already 
making a name for themselves in the 
off-road world. Our sport is loaded with 
fantastic families who have raised the 
bar, and the Brierley brothers are no 
exception. They finished first and second 
respectively in last year’s AORC J2 class, 
while Josh also managed a third in the 
2014 Hattah Desert Race.

Over the summer, Josh seems to 
have fallen in a pot of fertiliser and has 
outgrown his twin by 15kg.

This means Josh will not be backing up 
for the J2 title, with his likely successor 
being Mitch. They will both be riding for 
the Kawasaki Australia KX Junior Squad.

How much does riding your dirt bike 
mean to you? Have you considered any 
other sport?
Josh: No, not really. I love riding dirtbikes 
and I've been riding bikes for as long as I 
can remember. I haven’t done much else!
Mitch: As soon as I could walk I was keen 
to get on a bike. When I was three my 
parents finally let me have a motorbike 
and since then I’ve never looked at any 
other sports.

School sucks, right? So just how do you 
find the time to train when school and 
other commitments get in the way? And 
is it all just riding or do you hit the gym?

the Brierleys, J2 & J3
Driving all over this country to go 
racing can be a pain in the arse. You 
miss birthdays, parties and a bunch of 
other things kids your age who don’t 
race would be doing. So what’s it like 
in the back seat of the Commuter? 
J: Yeah that is probably the one thing 
those who don’t ride or race will never 
understand or appreciate: the travel. 
It puts a huge strain on any family, 
especially when there is more than 
one kid. 
M: Travelling to and from the races 
sucks, but it’s just part of our sport. 
We always drive to the races no matter 
how far they all are, because we like to 
have all of our gear with us.  Races can 

be two to 12 hours away but Dad just 
loads the van up and away we go.

Do you set goals or do you just turn up 
to each race, twist the throttle and go 
have some fun?
J: I race because that is what I love 
doing. But I like to also put some 
realistic goals in front of me so, for 
2015, I'm gonna try for a podium as it's 
my first year in J3, but a win would be 
awesome!
M: I don’t think too much about it. My 
goal for this year is definitely to be the 
best rider I can be and see where that 
takes me.

J: Well actually, we take it pretty seriously, 
and I usually go to the gym in the morning 
before school. Then as soon as the school 
bell rings, I run out of class and try to get 
home as quick as possible to smash out my 
schoolwork first, then go and ride and train.
M: It’s actually really hard to train when 
you’re at school all day. It would be great 
if it [riding] was a full-time job because 
you could focus entirely on training. But I 
understand how important school is so I 
would never sacrifice my education. 

So where does the motivation come 
from? We see these kids in the US with 
trainers at your age worth big bucks. Is 
it the same for you?
J: No, not at all. I've never really had a 
full-on coach, it's always just been me, my 
brother and Dad. And that’s how I like it.
M: Much like Josh and plenty of other 
junior racers out there, my coach and 
motivator is definitely my Dad, pushing me 
and helping me all the time.

Above: Mitch will be trying to 
go one better in J2 this year

This is Josh before 
the fertiliser

Josh (left) has been 

eating all his meals

It has always been a dream of 
mine to race a full season of the 
AORC. Unfortunately, when 
you’re not getting paid to do it, 
or the cost to race all the 
rounds exceeds your income, 
then it just can’t happen. 

My long-term ADB test bike 
at the moment is a Sherco 300 
SEF-R and, after a quick chat 
with the Sherco mob, I got the 
green light to race it in this 
year’s E2 class.

Sherco even fulfilled another 
dream of mine by ‘including’ 
me in the factory team! When I 
say that, I mean they will let me 
pit under the team tent and 
have access to all the necessary 
bits and pieces (mainly food 
and a place to cry in private). 

But when it comes to factory 
goodies, the trick stuff is 
reserved for Broc Grabham, 
Mitch Harper and Jess Gardiner. 
So, pretty much, I’m looking 
after my own bike, gear and 
travel, but Sherco will let me 
experience a wafer of factory 
life, under the factory tent.

After the commitment from 
Sherco, preparation became the 
key. In February I kick-started 
my training with an excruciating 
boot camp with Harper. 

We started out with a beep 
test. I’d been swinging off our 
long-term KTM mountain bike 
and road bike to build my 
fitness, so I felt confident going 
in. I managed to post a 10.2 on 
the beep. By the end of the 

Mitch Lees, E2

continued next page

Occupation: ADB Editor
Years riding: 15
Years racing: 5
AORC bike: Sherco 
300 SEF-R

ADB Ed Mitch Lees 
struggling on the 
mountain bike

Mitch pushing 
through a beep test
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season I should be at level 12.
I also did a burpee challenge. A 

burpee is pretty much a push-up 
and star-jump rolled into one. The 
challenge starts with the person 
doing one burpee a minute, then 
two in the second minute and so 
on. I think I got up to 56 burpees 
at around the nine-minute mark.

To finish things off, Harper and 
I went for a long mountain bike 
ride and then spent a few hours on 
the Shercos to hone my skills.

This is a regular day for a 
factory rider. I'm no longer jealous.

As is the case with all clubmen 
or, as I like to call us, regular 
humans, life gets in the way. 
Unfortunately, as I’m nearly 30, 
it’s wedding season, which means 
I’m missing six of the 12 rounds.

Sherco will transport my bike to 
those six rounds, so all I’ve got to 
do is turn up. I’m even throwing 
my gearbag in the Sherco truck! 

So far, the pros and cons of 
being on a race team are evident. 
Having someone take care of your 
bike and transport to and from the 
races, supply fuel, parts, food, 
race entry and all the other bits 
and pieces associated with racing 
the Off-Roads is awesome. 
However, it also puts extra 
pressure on you to do well.

And, despite not promising 
much, I’m feeling the pressure. I 
initially told Sherco it would be an 
accomplishment for me just to 
finish each race, but for some 
reason I’m still feeling nervous! 
Like I might let them down. I 
guess this is how it would feel for 
any factory or supported racer.

As the season progresses I’ll 
keep you updated.

I did a few team sports as a kid and 
really got into my rugby, but for me it 
has always been the bikes first. The 
atmosphere, the travelling and the 
people you get to meet regularly really 
makes it fun and enjoyable.

What is the goal for this year?
My goal is to compete in all NSW and 
AORC rounds and the Hattah Desert 
Race. I’m going to use my last year as a 
Junior to find more speed.

Who will be your biggest threat in J4?
There are a few guys in the J4 class who 
have strong potential coming into the 
2015 season. It’s hard to really know 
what to expect until we get there. I’ve 
learnt not to take anything for granted.

Where do you see yourself in 10 
years’ time? Do you have dreams of 
becoming the next Price?
Ultimately, I would like to race off-road 
overseas and be competitive. There are 
a lot of strong, young riders coming 
through at the moment and I think to 
be the next Price is everyone’s dream 
or goal!

Are you planning on racing overseas 
again this year?
Racing in the US last year with Shane 
Watts was an awesome experience. 
My schedule this year is already pretty 
tight, but if we can fit in a couple of 
back-to-back rounds [in the USA] we 
will make it happen with Shane [Watts] 
again. I’ve got a lot of awesome people 
committed to helping me this year, so 
it’s important that I fulfil my end of the 
bargain, while still having fun.

All this is a 
day in the life 
of a factory 
racer
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Ben Kearns, J4
Ben Kearns has been a dominant force in 
Junior off-road racing. Last year he nearly 
executed a clean sweep of the AORC J3 
class, winning all but one round. That 
result and his age means he has to move 
up to J4, where he will be the favourite.

Kearns also raced in the US last year 
with the Shane Watts Dirt Wise bike rental 
program, finishing first in the A200 class 
in round five of the National Enduro series.

What’s your background? 
Have you always ridden dirt bikes? 
At what age did you start riding?
 I began riding when I was about three 
on a PW50 with training wheels, like just 
about everyone else, but I didn’t start 
racing until I was about 11, only riding for 
fun. I was brought up in a racing family 
surrounded by bikes, with my Dad and 
uncle having been part of the sport for 
years, so it was natural I was going to 
race one day.

How do you train when school and other 
commitments get in the way?
It’s a difficult thing to juggle. I trained 
pretty hard last year with gym and cycling 

but realised I needed to be riding the 
moto midweek, which was a challenge 
[finding the time]. This year that is what I 
aim to do more of, and this will take more 
organisation to keep on top of school work. 
My family will help to keep it all on track.

Who has been you coach/motivator?
My Dad has always been my main coach 
and motivator for things like riding skills 
and training. We have had some great 
adventures too, travelling to watch and 
crew at many A4DEs and a couple of Six-
Days overseas together. This year I also 
want to train with some fast seniors to 
push me along harder.

How do you get to the races? How much 
time do you spend driving to races?
I get on the road with my Dad and we drive 
across the country to all the rounds. He 
races some of them too. Recently my Mum 
has been getting involved and coming to a 
few races too, which is good for me as her 
race food is awesome! 

Why do you go racing? Could you 
imagine yourself doing anything else? 

aDB Oracle
Based on recent results, here is how we 
believe the series could end up:

WOMEN
Tayla Jones
Jemma Wilson
Jess Gardiner  
(overseas commitments might hurt her 
chances for the title)

PRO CLASS
Toby Price
Josh Green
Chris Hollis
Daniel Sanders
Tom McCormack

Mitch attempting to 
squeeze out a push-up

Kearnsy in action at 

Archerfield Enduro-X


